
Ea
rly

 R
us

si
a

Tim
eli

ne
 Ca

rd
s



Su
bj

ec
t M

at
te

r E
xp

er
t

Ma
tth

ew
 M

. D
av

is, 
Ph

D, 
Un

ive
rsi

ty 
of 

Vir
gin

ia

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n 

an
d 

Ph
ot

o C
re

di
ts

Tit
le 

 Iva
n I

V V
asi

lye
vic

h (
Iva

n t
he

 Te
rrib

le 
15

30
–1

58
4)

 Ts
ar 

of 
Ru

ssi
a f

rom
 15

33
, le

ad
ing

 
his

 ar
my

 at
 th

e S
ieg

e o
f K

az
an

 in
 Au

gu
st 1

55
2, 

18
50

 / U
niv

ers
al H

ist
ory

 Ar
ch

ive
/U

IG 
/  

Bri
dg

em
an

 Im
ag

es

Ch
ap

ter
 1,

 Ca
rd 

1 
Jac

ob
 W

ya
tt

Ch
ap

ter
 1,

 Ca
rd 

2 
 Ex

ter
ior

 v
iew

 o
f H

ag
hia

 S
op

hia
, b

uil
t 5

32
–3

7 
AD

/Is
tan

bu
l, T

urk
ey

/
Bil

da
rch

iv 
Ste

ffe
ns

/B
rid

ge
ma

n I
ma

ge
s

Ch
ap

ter
 1,

 Ca
rd 

4 
 Th

e 
Co

nv
ers

ion
 o

f O
lga

 (d
.96

9)
 fr

om
 th

e 
Ma

dri
d 

Sk
yli

tze
s (

ve
llu

m)
, 

By
za

nti
ne

 Sc
ho

ol,
 (1

2th
 ce

ntu
ry)

 / B
ibl

iot
ec

a N
ac

ion
al,

 M
ad

rid
, S

pa
in 

/  
Bri

dg
em

an
 Im

ag
es

ISBN: 978-1-68380-156-6

Ch
ap

ter
 1,

 Ca
rd 

5 
 Th

e 
Ch

ris
ten

ing
 o

f G
ran

d 
Du

ke
 V

lad
im

ir 
(c.

95
6–

10
15

), 
18

85
–9

6 
(m

ura
l), 

Va
sn

ets
ov

, V
ict

or 
Mi

kh
ail

ov
ich

 (
18

48
–1

92
6)

 /
 V

lad
im

ir 
Ca

the
dra

l, K
iev

, U
kra

ine
 / B

rid
ge

ma
n I

ma
ge

s

Ch
ap

ter
 2,

 Ca
rd 

1 
 Ru

ssi
a: 

Sa
cki

ng
 o

f S
uz

da
l b

y 
Ba

tu 
Kh

an
 in

 Fe
bru

ary
, 1

23
8. 

Mo
ng

ol 
Inv

asi
on

 o
f R

us
sia

. A
 m

ini
atu

re 
fro

m 
the

 1
6th

 ce
ntu

ry 
ch

ron
icl

e 
of 

Su
zd

al 
/ P

ict
ure

s f
rom

 Hi
sto

ry 
/ B

rid
ge

ma
n I

ma
ge

s

Ch
ap

ter
 2,

 Ca
rd 

2 
 Po

rtr
ait

 of
 M

arc
o P

olo
 (1

25
4–

13
24

), b
y D

olf
ino

 / 
Bib

lio
tec

a N
az

ion
ale

, 
Tu

rin
, It

aly
 / B

rid
ge

ma
n I

ma
ge

s

Ch
ap

ter
 2,

 Ca
rd 

3 
 Ba

ttle
 b

etw
ee

n 
the

 R
us

sia
n 

an
d T

ata
r t

roo
ps

 in
 1

38
0, 

16
40

s (
oil

 o
n 

ca
nv

as)
, R

us
sia

n 
Sc

ho
ol,

 (1
7th

 ce
ntu

ry)
 / 

Ar
t M

us
eu

m 
of 

Ya
ros

lav
l, 

Ru
ssi

a /
 Br

idg
em

an
 Im

ag
es

Ch
ap

ter
 3 

 Tsa
r I

va
n 

III 
(1

44
0–

15
05

) T
ea

rin
g 

the
 D

ee
d 

of 
Tat

ar 
Kh

an
, 1

86
2 

(oi
l 

on
 c

an
va

s),
 S

hu
sto

v, 
Nik

ola
i S

em
en

ov
ich

 (c
.18

38
–6

9)
 /

 S
um

y 
Ar

t 
Mu

seu
m,

 Su
my

, U
kra

ine
 / B

rid
ge

ma
n I

ma
ge

s

Ch
ap

ter
 4 

 Iva
n 

IV 
Va

sily
ev

ich
 (I

va
n 

the
 Te

rrib
le 

15
30

–1
58

4)
 Ts

ar 
of 

Ru
ssi

a f
rom

 
15

33
, le

ad
ing

 hi
s a

rm
y a

t t
he

 Si
eg

e o
f K

az
an

 in
 A

ug
us

t 1
55

2, 
18

50
 / 

Un
ive

rsa
l H

ist
ory

 Ar
ch

ive
/U

IG 
/ B

rid
ge

ma
n I

ma
ge

s

Ch
ap

ter
 5 

 Th
e W

int
er 

Pa
lac

e a
s s

ee
n f

rom
 Pa

lac
e P

ass
ag

e, 
St.

 Pe
ter

sb
urg

, c
.18

40
 

(co
lou

r li
tho

), 
Pe

rro
t, F

erd
ina

nd
 Vi

cto
r (

18
08

–4
1)

 / 
Pu

sh
kin

 M
us

eu
m,

 
Mo

sco
w,

 Ru
ssi

a /
 Br

idg
em

an
 Im

ag
es

Ch
ap

ter
 6 

 Po
rtr

ait
 of

 Pr
inc

ess
 Ye

ka
ter

ina
 R.

 Vo
ron

tso
va

-D
ash

ko
va

 (o
il o

n c
an

va
s),

 
Ru

ssi
an

 Sc
ho

ol,
 (1

8th
 ce

ntu
ry)

 / R
us

sia
n S

tat
e A

rch
ive

 of
 Li

ter
atu

re 
an

d 
Ar

t, M
os

co
w 

/ B
rid

ge
ma

n I
ma

ge
s

C
re

at
iv

e 
C

o
m

m
o

ns
 L

ic
en

si
ng

Th
is

 w
or

k 
is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

  
C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

tt
rib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
-S

ha
re

A
lik

e 
4.

0 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l L

ic
en

se
.

Yo
u 

ar
e 

fr
ee

:
to

 S
ha

re
—

to
 c

op
y,

 d
is

tr
ib

ut
e,

 a
nd

 tr
an

sm
it 

th
e 

w
or

k 
to

 R
em

ix
—

to
 a

da
pt

 th
e 

w
or

k 

U
nd

er
 t

he
 f

o
llo

w
in

g
 c

o
nd

it
io

ns
:

A
tt

ri
b

ut
io

n—
Yo

u 
m

us
t a

tt
rib

ut
e 

th
e 

w
or

k 
in

 th
e 

 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

m
an

ne
r:

Th
is

 w
or

k 
is

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
an

 o
rig

in
al

 w
or

k 
of

 th
e 

C
or

e 
K

no
w

le
dg

e®
 F

ou
nd

at
io

n 
(w

w
w

.c
or

ek
no

w
le

dg
e.

or
g)

 m
ad

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

lic
en

si
ng

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
tt

rib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

-S
ha

re
A

lik
e 

4.
0 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
Li

ce
ns

e.
 T

hi
s 

do
es

 n
ot

 in
 a

ny
 w

ay
 im

pl
y 

th
at

 th
e 

C
or

e 
K

no
w

le
dg

e 
Fo

un
da

tio
n 

en
do

rs
es

 th
is

 w
or

k.

N
o

nc
o

m
m

er
ci

al
—

Yo
u 

m
ay

 n
ot

 u
se

 th
is

 w
or

k 
fo

r 
co

m
m

er
ci

al
 p

ur
po

se
s.

 

S
ha

re
 A

lik
e—

If 
yo

u 
al

te
r, 

tr
an

sf
or

m
, o

r 
bu

ild
 u

po
n 

th
is

 w
or

k,
 

yo
u 

m
ay

 d
is

tr
ib

ut
e 

th
e 

re
su

lti
ng

 w
or

k 
on

ly
 u

nd
er

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
or

 
si

m
ila

r 
lic

en
se

 to
 th

is
 o

ne
. 

W
it

h 
th

e 
un

d
er

st
an

d
in

g
 t

ha
t:

 
Fo

r 
an

y 
re

us
e 

or
 d

is
tr

ib
ut

io
n,

 y
ou

 m
us

t m
ak

e 
cl

ea
r 

to
 

ot
he

rs
 th

e 
lic

en
se

 te
rm

s 
of

 th
is

 w
or

k.
 T

he
 b

es
t w

ay
 to

 
do

 th
is

 is
 w

ith
 a

 li
nk

 to
 th

is
 w

eb
 p

ag
e:

ht
tp

s:
//

cr
ea

tiv
ec

om
m

on
s.

or
g/

lic
en

se
s/

by
-n

c-
sa

/4
.0

/

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
01

7 
C

or
e 

K
no

w
le

dg
e 

Fo
un

da
tio

n 
w

w
w

.c
o

re
kn

o
w

le
d

g
e.

o
rg

A
ll 

R
ig

ht
s 

R
es

er
ve

d.

C
or

e 
K

no
w

le
dg

e®
, C

or
e 

K
no

w
le

dg
e 

C
ur

ric
ul

um
 S

er
ie

s™
, 

C
or

e 
K

no
w

le
dg

e 
H

is
to

ry
 a

nd
 G

eo
gr

ap
hy

™
 a

nd
 C

K
H

G
™

 
ar

e 
tr

ad
em

ar
ks

 o
f t

he
 C

or
e 

K
no

w
le

dg
e 

Fo
un

da
tio

n.

Tr
ad

em
ar

ks
 a

nd
 tr

ad
e 

na
m

es
 a

re
 s

ho
w

n 
in

 th
is

 b
oo

k 
st

ric
tly

 fo
r 

illu
st

ra
tiv

e 
an

d 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l p
ur

po
se

s 
an

d 
ar

e 
th

e 
pr

op
er

ty
 o

f t
he

ir 
re

sp
ec

tiv
e 

ow
ne

rs
. R

ef
er

en
ce

s 
he

re
in

 
sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

re
ga

rd
ed

 a
s 

af
fe

ct
in

g 
th

e 
va

lid
ity

 o
f s

ai
d 

tr
ad

em
ar

ks
 a

nd
 tr

ad
e 

na
m

es
.



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 1: Introduction 

Big Question: How did Russia become a Christian 
country?

In 476 CE, the fall of 
Rome completed 
a long decline for 
the Western Roman 
Empire.



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 1: Introduction

Big Question: How did Russia become a Christian 
country? 

In 565 CE, the 
Eastern Roman 
Empire—also 
known as the 
Byzantine 
Empire—was on 
the rise.



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 1: Russia’s Beginnings  

Big Question: How did Russia become a Christian 
country?

The Slavs were among 
the earliest people to 
settle in Russia. 
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EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 1: Russia’s Beginnings
In 954 CE, 
Princess Olga of 
Kiev traveled to 
Constantinople, 
where she 
learned about 
Orthodox 
Christianity.

Big Question: How did Russia become a Christian 
country?



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 1: Russia’s Beginnings 
After converting to 
Orthodox Christianity in 
988 CE, Prince Vladimir 
forced all the people of  
Kiev to convert, too.

Big Question: How did Russia become a Christian 
country?



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 1: Russia’s Beginnings 
In 1054 CE, the 
Christian Church split 
into Western Catholic 
and Eastern Orthodox 
Churches.
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Big Question: How did Russia become a Christian 
country?



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 2: The Mongols Invade
The Mongols attacked Kiev and other Russian cities, and 
then left the Tatars in charge of the conquered lands.

Big Question: What are 
some key features of Russian 
geography, and how have 
these features influenced the 
nation’s history? 



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 2: The Mongols Invade
Between 1271 and 1295, Venetian 
Marco Polo traveled throughout Asia, 
exploring the Mongol Empire.



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 2: The Mongols Invade

Big Question: What are some key features of Russian 
geography, and how have these features influenced the 
nation’s history? 

The city-state of Muscovy became 
increasingly powerful under strong 
rulers, such as Ivan I (“Ivan the 
Moneybag”).



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 3: Ivan the Great

Big Question: How did Ivan III gain more control over 
those he ruled?

Ivan III, also known as Ivan 
the Great, ruled with absolute 
power and declared himself 
czar.



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 4: Ivan the Terrible

Big Question: Why was Ivan IV called “Ivan the Terrible”?

Ivan IV, also known as Ivan the Terrible, expanded 
Russia’s borders. 



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 5: Peter the Great

Big Question: What did Peter the Great hope to do for 
Russia?

Peter the Great 
modernized and 
Westernized Russia. 
He hired European 
architects to design and 
build the Winter Palace 
in St. Petersburg.



EARLY RUSSIA

CHAPTER 6: Catherine the Great

Big Question: Why did  
serfdom continue in 
Russia?

Catherine the Great was born a German 
princess but became one of Russia’s 
greatest rulers.


