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PREFACE

Thrs little story in Urlva is laid at the feet of Sit Andrew
Henderson Leith Fraser, M., L.L.D, K.CS.1., on the throne
of Belvedere, as a jungle flower from the hills inhabited by the
primitive Bhoiyan tribe, His Honour beipg the first Lisutenant-
Governor 1o have graced with his visits the imaccessible slates
of the Orissa Gurjats. I being graciously pleased te accent
the dedicalion of <o insipnificant an object His Honour has
shown the magnanimiiy of the Chinese Emparor who accepted
the offering of o handful of waler lTom an humble peasant as a
1oken of loyaly,

It will not be out of place to insert here a few observations
about the Bhujyan who is the here and whose manners,
customs, ideas, thoughts and institutions form the ground-
work of this little narrave.  As derived from the word Bhuin
or soil the Bhuiyan is the child of the soil. The word was
once used as a titfe to the deserving and is still retained as
an object of pride by old families of respectabilily such as
the Bhuiyans ol Gurpada, Sahabandar, Jfamkunda and
Manpalpur in the District of Balasore.  But the real Bhuiyan
has long been deprived of his best soil and diiven into the
hilly parts of Qrissa covered with dense and gorgecus junales,
I bave seen some of this scenery in the company of an oificial
who couvld not but admire it as surpassing beauty and geandeur
the weil-known seeneey of the land and the Vindbhya Hilis,
Though thus driven into the depths of the jungles, the Bhuivan
has all along fondiy cherished the loyalty that led centurie
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such books as  wrilien In the present day, penerally distaste-
ful to me. Your book, however, Is ong which has orently
interested me, The selection of the theme (e simple
life of 1the primityve Bhuiyans of Keenjary, the sympathy
and Bdclity with which 1he  plot bas been manipulated, the
decp knowledge of haiman  pature evident o the inguenious
characterisudion of  the various persons, the truth and the
freshness of the descriptions, whether of natural scenerics
or ol human instilutions  and  ceremonies, the pure and
cleganm diction  redelent of the homely  sweelness of Oriya
undeliled as also of the dignily of  classical speech, and,
above all, the supremely wise spirit of cevercnce and charity
willh which the boolk is  decply imprepnated, mark it out os
the Beost of all romances yot written in Oriva.”

MUZAFFAREUR,
GOPAL BULHUB DAS

Septeilar 1908
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