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....Mr. Madan Mohan Panda is a bosom friend of Mr. Gangadhar
Meher, the well-known poet of the day in Sambalpur. This poet
has written some lines on Mahima which were published in Hitaisini
of 18th August, 97. For some time our conversation dealt on the
merits of this poem. To be sure this poem is a good one. | was
transported with joy to read this poem and to leam thal Gangadhar
Meher will publish this poem in the shape of a book He is advised
by Nilamani Vidyaratna to make it of some length before he decides
to publish it So we donot know when we can expect {0 see the
book....

....Then | said to Mr. Panda that my brother had written that
the custom of reconcilation of alienated friends in Dushara— ‘Bijaya
milan’ should be introduced in Sambalpur— a ceremony which has
been in vogue in Bengal, working as a powerful factor in cementing
lhe feelings of love, respect a;'\d good wishes even amongst those
who would otherwise and in otherimes be deadly enemies. This
excellent custom is very similar in form and essence to what exisis
in other communities specially among the Marwaris during the ‘Dewali’
festival. | further told him that my brother has a high hope of first
introducing it himsel. Mr. Panda replied that he had also written
1o the poet referring to this nice custom, and that the poet has
an intention to spare time for contributing some columns to Hitaisini
on this subject. Mr. Panda also told me that as the poet had neither
thorough knowledge nor full information regarding this national and
Social portion of our religious observance of Dushera. So gorgeously
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observed in our midst, it was setlled that he would write on this
subject as soon as he goes back Barpali....

..... It seems to me that Mr. Gangadhar Meher, the author of
‘Indumati’, will be one of your correspondents soon,

Now there is left to describe the most pathetic part of our conversation.
At Barapali there was an outbreak of cholera in the month of July.
Frightened by the terrible epidemic Gangadhar Meher with his beloved
wife and darling sons left the place for some village at a shornt
distance. The occurence ook place when his wife was pregnant
and so liable to feel the slightest difficulty. Mr. Meher reached the
outskirts of the village but was not permilied by the villagers to
enter into it all at once, and was thus driven 10 stay ouiside the
village the whole day. At last night set in and rain and storm made
their appearance most furiously. Now my brother imagine the
overwhelming distress attacking a woman conceived of a child and
exposed to such heavy rains and cold winds. To crown all, she
was greatly frightened by the very name of cholera. Next moming
she caught cold and after a while breathed her last leaving her
beloved husband to sigh over her tomb. Thus you find Mr. Meher
has been plunged inlo elernal woe and does not find solace in
anything. So deep is his sorrow that nothing is pleasing to his
ears, nothing is pleasing to his taste. (This unhappy event took
place on 14th July, 97) This is the reason why Mr. Panda will
take leave of this place as soon as possible. He being a bosom
fiend and an inseparable companion of Mr. Meher hopes to calm
down his a agitated heart. (Pujari, (ed.) 1925 p.117-24)|
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