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_...Mr. BMadan Mohan Panda is a bosom end of Mr. Gangadhar
Meher, the well-known poel of the day in Sambalpur. This poel
has written some lines on Mahima witich were published in Hitaisini
ot 18h Augusi, 97, For some lime owr conversaton dealt on the
merils ol this poem. To be sure his poem s a good one | was
ransporied with joy to read this peoem and to feam thatl Gandgadbar
Weher wilt publish this poem in the shape of a book He is advised
by Milarnani Yidvaralna to make 1| of some length belore ha degides
o pullish it S0 we donol know when we can expect o e the
took .

....Then | said o Mr Panga hal my beother had weillen thal
ihe custom of reconcifalion of alienated iends in Dushara - ‘Bijaya
milan' should ke inreduced n Sambalpur— a ceremony which has
been in vogue in Bengal, working as 8 powerfu! factor in cementing
lhe leefings of love, respect and oot wishes even amongst those
who would otherwise and in olherimes be deadly enemies. This
exgelient cusiom is very similar in forrn and essence o what exisis
in cther communiies specially among the Marwaris during the Dewali’
fesiival, | tourther told him that my heother has a high hope ol first
inreducing it himself. Mr. Panda replied that he had also writlen
0 the post refering 10 WS nice custom, 2nd thal the poel has
an fntenton 1o spare ime for contibuling some columns 1o Hilzising
on thiz subject. Mr. Panda dlso 1ofd me Ihat as the poet had neither
erough dmowledge nor Rull information regarding this national and
social portion of ol refigicus chservance of Dushiera, 30 gomeousty
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chserved in our midst, it was selled (hal he would write on thig
subject a5 s0on as he goes back Barpali....

,,,,, it seems Io me thal Mr Gangadhar Meher, the author of
‘indurnal’, will be one of your comespondents soorL

Mow thers is Ieft 1o describe the most pathetic pan of our conversalion,
Al Barapali there was an oulhveak of cholera in the monih of Julby.
Frighiened by the termible epidemic Gangadhar Meher with his beloved
wile and darning sons ieft the piate fof some vilage ai a shor
disiznce. The otourence ok place when his wile was pregrant
and =0 fiabfe o feel the slightest difficulty. Mr. Meher reached the
oulskins of the vllzoe bl was nol permilied by the villagers o
enler inlo it al & once, and was thus diven 1o slay outside the
village the whole day. At last nighl sel in and rain and slorm made
their appearange mosl fngusl. Now my brother imagine Lhe
cverwhelming disress altacking a woman conceived of a child and
exposed o such heawvy rans and cold winds. To crown all, she
was greally frighlened by ihe very name of cholera, Next moming
she caughl cold and afler 2 while breathed her last l=aving her
beloved huskand to sigh over her tomb, Thus yvou find Mr. Meher
has been plunged inlo elemal woe and does not lind solace in
anyhing. S0 deep is his scerow that nothing s pleasing © his
ears, nolhing s pleasing 10 his lsle. {This unhappy event ok
ptace on 14t July, 2F) This is e reason why Mro Panda wilt
iake leave of this place as soon as possible. He being a bosom
iend and an insepacalde companion of Mr. Meher hopes lo calm
down his a agitated hearl {Pufari, (ed} 1925 p3i7-24)1
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“The Editor of Prajabandhu.
Cear Sir,

I read in your issue of 20th April thal Babu Gangadhar Weher
of Sambalpur has written a book which he can'l publish for wan!
ol fund You also say tha! the eosl of prining would be aboul
70 or 80 Rupees. ! shall be happy o pay his cost Will you
kindly ash the author o send e manuschpt 10 me and | shal
have it prinied in the best press here or If he preters 1o choose
his own press he may do so and lel me know the cost | urdertake
I pay.

Cutlack Yours tndy
20rd April, 1904 M. §, Cas
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