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major factors in the Inner constitution of man that
makes the poem great and that made the poem the
fdeal one for the Indian mind. Art saturated with
intellectualism and intellectualism mixed with art
this is the ideal found worked out in this poem” (r)
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*There is a greater scope for comedy and satire
in the Prahasana, but by its exaggeration, hopeless
vulgarity (allowed by theory) and selection of . a few
conventional types of characters, it becomes more a
carricature, with plenty of horseplay, than a picture -
of real life, with: true comedy. As a class of
composition, the Prahasana -{s hardly entertaining,
and has little {iiterary attraction. The eratic
tendency Is still there, but it is confined chiefly to
the set stanzas and descriptions, and entirely
submerged in a serles of grotesque and often coarse
antics, The theme {s Invented, and consists generally
of the tricks and quarrels of low characters of all
kinds, which often Include a courtesan”
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Even thirty years ago the Kathak (literally story
teller) was a familiar figure in the villages of
northern and eastern India, His services would be
requisitioned for one evening, or for a fortnight, or
even for a whole season, either through the piety
and generosity of a wealthy person (often a lady), or
by subscrptions raised among the residents of a
village or circle of hamlets, A popular Kathak's
cHentele extended to all districts where the same
language was spoken, He was commissioned to relate
sometimes only a striking eplsode appropriate to
the season or occasion, In reciting the history of the
hero, the Kathak never besitated to bring in extra-
neous or subsidiary stories by way of illustration or
for purposes of diversion, For, though his main
object was to instruct, he could not hope to do so
without amusing or Interesting his audience, The
speaker sat on a slightly raised platform, while the
audience, composed of men, women and children of
all casts and conditions, circled round him, in an
open thatched hall or under an awning or in a dry
season under a spreading banyan-tree, Thus mixed
audience was no doubt responsible for the fact that
although the stories were treated in the frank natural
manner of the east, there was seldom any indece-
ncy or obscurity in them/

( Foreward to the Ocean of Stories— Vol I[X )
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