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F.L. Lucas glq Style gqaocq The value of
style dldo elicrerlca ca8ag—“What, in fact,
is ‘style’ ¢ A dead metaphor. It meant origi-
nally ‘a writing implement’—a pointed object,
of bone or metal, for inscribing wax., But
already in classical Latin the word
stilus was extended to mean, first, a man’s
‘way of writing’; then more generally, his ‘way
of expressing himself’ in speech as well asin
writing. As in French, it has been narrowed to
signify ‘a good way of expressing oneself'—
‘his writing lacked style’, and it has been
extended to other arts than literature, even to
the art of living—‘her behaviour showed
always a certain style’. But the two main
meanings which concern us here, are (1) ‘a
way of writing’y, (2) ‘a good way of writing’.
( Page 11)
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“The foundation of style—Character’ &g
aleReqleq Lucas 98—

“Style I repeat, is a means by which a
human being get contact with others; it is
personality clothed in words, characters
embodied in speech. If handwriting reveals
character, style reveals it still more—unless
it is so colourless and lifeless not really to be
a style at all. The fundamental thing, therefore;
is not technique, useful though that may be;
if a writers personality repels, it will not
avail him to eschwe split infinitives---Soul is

more than syntax. If your readers dislike you,
they will dislike what you say.” (Style-page 39)
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Johnson gaideq 999—“And Sir, as the
metaphorical expression, that is a great
excellence in style, when it is used with pro-
priety, for it gives you two ideas for one;
conveys, the meaning more luminously and
generally with a perception of delight.”
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