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SUPPLEMENT ;

G2

TO THE UTKAL DIPICA

~ OUTTACK, SATURDAY, 1st September, 1877,

CESS————
This supplement is intended for those

who desire to eapress their thoughts in
English on various local and general
subjects, and will be issued whenever thero
is matler for it—EpiTor, '

THE HONORABLE MR. EDEN
ON THE VERNACULAR PRESS.

The utterances of Mn. Eoen at a
public assembly convened on the l4th
August current at Belvedero for the
purpose . of hestowing Khilluts and
Sununds on some of the native gentle.
men of Calcutta, appear to have produced
in many guarters a feeling of bitterness.

 The occasion was one of joy and happiness,
and no one ever thought or even dream-
ed of such unpleasautness in its midst.
After having spoken. at length on the
loyalty of the Bengalees, Mgr. Epex
then began to expatiate on the worth-
Jossness and the evil tendency of the
Vernacular Press. He remarked, “I
havo always said that the Vernacalar
Press in no way represents the feelings
of the people, it is nobi itf the handf.of
men of influence of learning or position
with a claim to be considered rep ta-
tives of potive thought, ':lﬁ ha"a. no
mdmg or influence in native soc:et:y,
Yio one believes it, no one trusta it,
apapne ia. led by it > - Hip Honor, we
%ve, must have meant we.lL when
such words as those quoted above fell
from his mouth, and far from having
any motive to give hort to the foelings
of his audience he must Jm: thonsh;
*that by pointing out the faings an
&efecgyofpgneh’giml&t Pross he would
thereby be able to improve its tone and
character. There can be no &gubt t@aﬁ
His Honor's intention was g00d; and

and honest expression of his sentiments.

Bat ‘wo doubt whether His Houor is

_ yight in forming-:ioj?"?;g osﬁﬁtﬁe of the

| his views

[

status and character of the native Press,
Even if he had thought himself right
in the matter, it would have been better
should he have selected some other place
and opportunity for the exposition of
and giving good advice
to the conductors of the Vernacular
Press,

Let us now see how far the premises
by which His Honor has been led
to the inference regarding the question
at issne, are correct and well founded.
First of all His Honor says that “ the
Vernacular Press in no way represents
the feelings of the people.”’ If this were
fact, how could then so meny ‘vernacular
papers have been started in Bengal. ?
There are about 60 Vernacular News-
papers in Bengal, and their number is
year by year increasing, keeping pace
with the advance of learning and civiliza-
tion in the country. If on an average
thereforo each paper atfains a circula-
tion of 800, and i read by 5 men
at least, it follows that abount 2% lacs
of tho intelligent public ‘of Bengal read
Vernacular Newspapers; and spend
more than three lacs of rupees for the.
purpose. If the native Press does not
“ represcnt the feelings of the people, ”
or “has no standing or influence in
native society, ” why then the number
of subscribers is becoming more
and more every year? Wo admit
that the Vernacular Press has many
shortcomings, But thisis owing only
to the numerous disddvantages it is
laboring under. Still for all that it is
unjust to call it disloyal or bearing ill

any of the measures of Government or
the conduct of any Government official.

officials, but is it'not equally true. that it
' has always been lavish in bestowing pane-
gyrics upon many from whom the conntry

has obtained even the ﬁm&ueﬁammt
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will to Government because it sometimes
has taken the liberty of criticising frecly

It is tiue it was sometimes harsh in its
criticisms on the conduct of some Govi.

of benefit ? Gratitude is one of the
characteristic virtues of the Hindoos.

There is hardly any one among them

whose heart does not glow with gratitude
when he counts upon the numerous
blessings which the British role has
conferred upon us, Even while criti
cising the conduct of Government officers
the Vernacular Press does not lose sight
of their ominent virtues, or omi
to take motice of their praiseworthy
acts. =~ Whatever His Honor may
think with regard to the present
attitude of the Native Press, thera
is not the least donbt that it hag
done an immense deal of good to the
country it represents, and that it is also

less severe and hostile than the English

Press, whose tone and spirit it hasg
letterly imitated, If any Vernacular
Newspaper were half so pungent in its
remarks against a Governor, as the
Statesman lately was towards Sir
Richard Temple, there wonld surely have
been no end of invectives against
it
is  condemned as “ disloyal ” and
 seditious, »” while no notice has ever
been taken of the conduct of the English
Pressat all! It is well known fo the
readers that Sir Ricsarp Temrue, when

Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, used to

mix freely with the natives, and devoted
much of his time to the study of their
national character, :
fore be out of place if we take down
here the opinion of such an important
personage on the character of the Ver-
nacular Press. “ T have, ” says Sir

Kicarp in his administration Report,

“ accordingly paid due attention to this
subject and my general conclusion is

| decidedly favorable in respect to the

105alty and good will of the Bengali press
towards the Dritish crown and nation,
and towards British rule in the maia.”

@B Printed and published at the U
Printing Co's Pregs. '

But sfill the Vernacular Press

It would not there-
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~ NOTICE.

The University Examivations in Arts
of 1877-78 will be held on the undermen-
tioned dates,

Entrance Examination and First Exami-
nation in Arts on Mondsy, the 26th
November and following days.

B. A. Examination on Mounday, the 315t
December, and following days,

Applications from candidates for edmis-
sian to the Entrance and First Arts Exami-
nations must be lodged with the Registrar
befors the 26th October

Applications from candidates for admis-
sionfo the B. A. Examination must be
lodeged with the Registrar before the 1st
December,

8chool masters and other private students
should submit witout delsy their applications

for asdmission into the Examinatiens.
Cuttack, } ; N.K. Das '
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