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“It has been surmised that it (The Prachi
River) was formerly the principal drainage Channel
of the district”

(Puri Dist gagetteer P.13-1908th Edu)

a8 saaieg |

There was formerly a large river flowing
the sea along the cause followed by the Prachi.
Which has been ¥illed up, while the other Channels
have not developed ! X X It is probable there fore
that at some period, more or less remote, there
must have been a large river where the Prachi new

flows, and that this was the channel by which part

of the water which how passes through and over

the Puri District then found its way to the sea. ”
(Ifid, p- g of 1929 th Edu)
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“X X the vow almost silted up Barang river

- which then ran close by . This river originally had
is head at ‘D’ak A’mba’, a mile or so above Naraj
and there tranched from Mahanadi . In good olden
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days, it is believed, when the Khathjori was but a
small streamlet fardable my means of two bieces of
logs reaching both sides from whence the name
(Kath=log, wood and Jori=a pair) half the water of
the Mohanadi used t» be carried by this river and
in the lower reaches this river went by the name
of the sacred Prachi having, 1t is said, a sacred
firth or shrime at each and every of it curves down
to the famous Konarak, as mentioned in the Sacred
work the Prachi mohatmiya. With the closing of
the head at D’ak A’mba the river was gradually
silted up and we now find only pools of water
of various detph here and there through its bed . ”

(“Extract from Areport onthe Ancient fort
of Churang” by MrS. Patnaik” B.A. 1930)
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sk “The south- eastern frontiers of the country
(Uda or Orissa) border on the great sea. There is
atown called Chi-li-ta-lo (Charitra). Thisis a
rendezvous for merchants who embark on the sea,
and for others from distant places who travel here
and there ”

(“The life of Hiuen—Tsjang”’, by. S. Beal
P. 134)

209 40 590416Q SRS B —

“On the south-east frontiers of the country,
on the borders of the ocean, isthe town Charitra
(Chi-li-ta-1o) about 20 miles round. Here its mer-
chants depart for distant countries, and strangers
come and go and stop here on their way The walls
of the city are strong and lofty. Here are found all
sorts of rare and precious articles”,

Outside the city there are five convents one
after the other. Other towns are very high and
earved with figures of saints exquisitely” done.

(Travels of Yuanchway by Mruathes)
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speaks of
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An old port at its mouth which, if true, might
with some reason, be identified with the port of
che li-ta-lo, that lay to the south-east of the capital
of Wu-tu (Oda or North Orissa) is the time of
Hiuen Tsiang is in the seventh century A D.”

(Puri District Gazetter, P. 313) 13th Edition.
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‘It is at least certain that since the creation
of this great temple (The Konarak temple) the
waters of the Katjuri have been diverted from the
Prachi to the Devi, the Kushabhadra and the
Kuakhai”. (Vide PP 313-14)
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“The flourishing villages have disappeared,
Sand has drifted northwards and westwards
obliterating all traces even of cultivation and the
temple alone has withstood the attacks of time
and climate, bearing melancholy testimony to the
past civilization of the land” . (vide P. 314)
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The strong Aurungs (two in number) are
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“The next area in the Puri District is in
thanas Astrang and Kakatpar (gl@h‘&la g9 QARER)
200 squar miles adjoining the Bay of Bengal were
flooded out in this area in tne flood of 1920 by
spilt water from the Kushbhadra and Devi rivers

( geled 6@ ) . The area only suffers in years of
high ahd prolayed flood.

“The Comruittee are unable to recommend
only measures for relief during high floods. The
raising of the Devi embankment and closing of the
Ramchandrapur escape—<94@ QH0Q € 62Q QEVQIQ
eaiiaid csim 6 9101eq 60Q 99189 ¢4 - would only
transfer the damage to same other locality.”

[ Extract from the Report of flood.
Draimage Committee” (1924) ].
d: '¥9v 96l o83l qeaisq g9 @aICId ca
gisladleq, ag '°-9° dgR MY Y AR 6
agQ°s gaal 603 6 QIagiQ 9e9a a8 acleglky
€8IQQ 9@ B°ORQPNEQ A @41 9§ 2QIQee aM
90 P89 BIR CaY QFERY B9 99l T QERAGIQ
PR GQ AIRg LA AQRIQ 1 9y 99 QIch
QsR AIP1Q QR4 QAseR A°68 A6a BY B°GR-
qeasa 9@ 9WiRR AIQ 6A0IKQ 96 QAN | W@
slerqloq 29 9981 90la a4 a9lea aid 65l
0 QR QYA |
o Ru996e— <@ <8%lq aauciee ao agey
caad cA— ’

“It in pointed out that Orissa is a deltic

Country that floods are nature’s method of
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building new land by the deposit of silt, and that
it is useless to attempt to proward this process.
Protect one area by a high embankment as the
effect of throwing some water elsewhere. It is
therefore recommended that no new embankments
should be built, and that some of those already in
existence should be gradually abandend and that
no reclamation of land for cultivation should be
allowed in the tidal position of the big rivers, as this
leads to stop the discharge of flood water. In
particular, the embankments near the mouth of
Devi (QI939Q 2I0lQ 2gQ°a 991 gia)---

should be gradually abandend.

(Extract from the ‘‘Expert Committee on
Floods.1927” ]
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