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CHAPTER 4
PATH OF RENUNCTIATION WITH KNOWLEDGE
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The Supreme Lord said: T taught this imperishable (science of right action, or) Karma-yoga
to (King) Vivasvaan. Vivasvaan taught it to Manu. Manu taught it to Ikshavaaku. (4.01)
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Thus handed down in succession the royal sages knew this (Karma-yoga). After a long time
the science of Karma-yoga was lost from this earth. (4.02)
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Today I have described the same ancient science to you, because you are my sincere
devotee and friend. Karma-yoga is a supreme secret indeed. (4.03)
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Arjuna said: You were born later, but Vivasvaan was born in ancient time. How am I to
understand that You taught this yoga in the beginning (of the creation)? (4.04)
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The Supreme Lord said: Both you and I have taken many births. I remember them all, O
Arjuna, but you do not remember. (4.05)
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Though I am eternal, imperishable, and the Lord of all beings; yet I (voluntarily) manifest
by controlling My own material nature using My Yoga-Maya. (See also 10.14) (4.06)
Yoga-Maya is same as Maya; the supernatural, extraordinary, and mystic power of
Brahman. The word Maya means unreal, illusory, or deceptive image of the creation. Due to
the power of Maya one consider the universe as existent and distinct from Brahman, the
Supreme spirit. Brahman is invisible potential energy; Maya is kinetic energy, the force of
action. They are inseparable like fire and heat. Maya is a metaphor used to explain the
visible world or Jagat to common people.
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Whenever there is a decline of Dharma and the rise of Adharma, O Arjuna, then I
manifest (or incarnate) Myself. I incarnate from time to time for protecting the good, for
transforming the wicked, and for establishing Dharma, the world order. (4.07-08)

GFQ A @ 671 FUEAR° 6%l 69 FROS .

4B, 6Q2° JRARG 65 AIEAT 6QI<AgR .. ¥-C..
62 2GQ! 661Q B 9&° A @Y 2Iq AR IG° 26MAR 691R 699 T CRGS

RSAI6Q, 62 1A IS AR YFARG AN 12! 64 6¢1I68 @ AIRAN [|¥-0 |

The one who truly understands My transcendental birth and activities (of creation,
maintenance, and dissolution), is not born again after leaving this body and attains My
abode, O Arjuna. (4.09)
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Freed from attachment, fear, and anger; fully absorbed in Me, taking refuge in Me, and
purified by the fire of Self-knowledge, many have attained Me. (4.10)
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With whatever motive people worship Me, I reward them (or fulfill their desires)
accordingly. People worship (or approach) Me with different motives. (4.11)

www.odia.org // ch04_bgita_odia_artha_combo.doc // 2/27/2013 // Page 3 of 11



FSV°C8 FALISI° I&° AF°C AL QL8 .

Jg° @ Q6T emIce IFQAERE QAR .. ¥-0 9.

% 1g9JIEmMIRER QATR dINILA @A M6 6LV Y%l PAE; 1S
627195 A9Q AR 62Rejal AR §1g ARAN ||5- 9|

Those who long for success in their work here (on the earth) worship the demigods (or
Devas). Success in work comes quickly in this human world. (4.12)
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The four Varna or divisions of human society, based on aptitude and vocation, were
created by Me. Though I am the author of this system, one should know that I do nothing
and I am eternal. (See also 18.41) (4.13)
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Works do not bind Me, because I have no desire for the fruits of work. The one who
understands this truth is (also) not bound by Karma. (4.14)
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The ancient seekers of liberation also performed their duties with this understanding.
Therefore, you should do your duty as the ancients did. (4.15)
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Even the wise are confused about what is action and what is inaction. Therefore, I shall
clearly explain what is action, knowing that one shall be liberated from the evil (of birth
and death). (4.16)
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The true nature of action is very difficult to understand. Therefore, one should know the
nature of attached action, the nature of detached action, and also the nature of forbidden
action. (4.17)
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Attached action is selfish work that produces Karmic bondage, detached action is
unselfish work or Seva that leads to nirvana, and forbidden action is harmful to society.
The one who sees inaction in action, and action in inaction, is a wise person. Such a person
is a yogi and has accomplished everything. (See also 3.05, 3.27, 5.08 and 13.29) (4.18)
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A person whose all works are free from selfish desires and motives, and whose all Karma is
burned up in the fire of Self-knowledge, is called a sage by the wise. (4.19)
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Having abandoned attachment to the fruits of work, ever content, and dependent on no
one (but God); though engaged in activity, one does nothing at all (and incurs no Karmic
reaction). (4.20)
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Free from desires, mind and senses under control, renouncing all proprietorship, doing
mere bodily action, one does not incur sin (or Karmic reaction). (4.21)
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Content with whatever gain comes naturally by His will, unaffected by dudlities, free from
envy, equanimous in success and failure; though engaged in work such a person is not bound
(by Karma). (4.22)
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Those who are devoid of attachment, whose mind is fixed in knowledge, who does work as a
Seva to the Lord, all Karma of such liberated persons dissolves away. (4.23)
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Brahman is the oblation. Brahman is the clarified butter. The oblation is poured by
Brahman into the fire of Brahman. Brahman shall be realized by the one who considers
everything as (a manifestation or) an act of Brahman. (Also see 9.16) (4.24)
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Some offer their hearing and other senses (as sacrifice) in the fires of restraint, others
offer sound and other objects of the senses (as sacrifice) in the fires of the senses. (4.26)
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Others offer all the functions of the senses, and the functions of Prana (or the five
bioimpulses) as sacrifice in the fire of the yoga of self-restraint that is kindled by
knowledge. (4.27)
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Others offer their wealth, their austerity, and their practice of yoga as sacrifice, while
the ascetics with strict vows offer their study of scriptures and knowledge as sacrifice.
(4.28)
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Those who are engaged in yogic practice, reach the breathless state by offering inhalation
into exhalation and exhalation into inhalation as sacrifice (by using short breathing Kriya
techniques). (4.29)

Deep spiritual meaning and interpretation of the practical yogic verses (4.29, 4.30, 5.27,
6.13, 8.10, 8.12, 8.13, 8.24, and 8.25) should be acquired from a Self-realized master of
Kriya-yoga. Others restrict their diet and offer their inhalations as sacrifice into their
inhalations. All these are the knowers of sacrifice, and are purified by (theirs) sacrifice.
(4.30)
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Those who perform Yajna obtain the nectar (of knowledge) as a result of their sacrifice
and attain eternal Brahman. O Arjuna, even this world is not (a happy place) for the non-
sacrificer, how can the other world be? (See also 4.38, and 5.06). (4.31)
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Thus many types of sacrifice are described in the Vedas. Know them all to be born from

Karma or the action of body, mind, and senses. Knowing this, you shall attain nirvana. (See
also 3.14) (4.32)
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The knowledge sacrifice is superior to any material sacrifice, O Arjuna. Because, all
actions in their entirety culminate in knowledge. (4.33)

o%a gdigIcee aRgege 6998l .

QUEIYY°G 60 RIF° RITFIQIQTRS .. ¥-N%..
698 RINQ 9691 0L RIFIAIGT oo IR §€ | 0IF ARNIES QEQ J4IF @F,
6dQl @Q YG° @IS Y9 /] QQQ@IQ@@ dq @6M, YMWIPERQ AR G?Igl&‘c?l

692 RIF1 ADIYLICR 1Y CRIL AUCAE 6Q6Q,-——- ||¥-NY ||

Acquire this franscendental knowledge by humble reverence, by sincere inquiry, and by
service (fo a Self-realized guru). The wise who have realized the truth will teach you.
(4.34)
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Knowing that, O Arjuna, you shall not again get deluded like this. By this knowledge you
shall behold the entire creation in your own Self/Lord, or in Brahman. (See also 6.29)
(4.35)

www.odia.org // ch04_bgita_odia_artha_combo.doc // 2/27/2013 // Page 9 of 11



A3 60@Q dICARNS AQERYS AIAQRCIS .
dQR° RIQQEETR QFa° A°CTT .. ¥-NI..
Qg @641 4619 JId1w OIQ €1 2@ 1T 6L1R2IC, 6669 ¢1d $6¢1 RIFQU@ 6QIRIR

Q8662 Afd AI9A79R AARIAER IR 62IRAR ||¥-N9 ||

Even if one is the most sinful of all sinners, yet one shall cross over the ocean of sin by the
raft of knowledge alone. (4.36)
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As the blazing fire reduces wood to ashes, similarly, the fire of Self-knowledge reduces all
Karma to ashes, O Arjuna. (4.37)
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Verily there is no purifier in this world like knowledge. One who becomes purified by
Karma-yoga discovers this knowledge within (naturally) in course of time. (See also 4.31,
and 5.06). (4.38)
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The one who has faith, and is sincere, and has mastery over the senses, gains this
knowledge. Having gained this, one at once attains the supreme peace. (4.39)
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But the ignorant, who has no faith and is full of doubt (about the Self), perishes. There is
neither this world nor the world beyond nor happiness for the one who doubts. (4.40)
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Karma does not bind one who has renounced work (by renouncing the fruits of work)
through Karma-yoga: whose doubt is completely destroyed by knowledge; and who is Self-
realized, O Arjuna. (4.41)
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Therefore, resort o Karma-yoga and cut the ignorance-born doubt abiding in your heart
by the sword of Self-knowledge, and get up (to fight), O Arjuna. (4.42)
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