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CHAPTER 13
CREATION AND THE CREATOR
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Arjuna asked: | wish to know about the prakrti (nature) and purusha (the supreme self),
the field (body) and the knower of this field (the self) and also about knowledge and the
object of this knowledge. (13.0)

(**The English and Odia translation of this specific shloka , 13.0, was done at www. odia.org).
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The Supreme Lord said: O Arjuna, this body (the miniature universe) may be called the
field or creation. One who knows the creation is called the creator by the seers of truth.
(13.01)
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Know Me to be the creator of all creation, O Arjuna. The true understanding of both the
creator and the creation is considered by Me to be the transcendental or metaphysical
knowledge. (13.02)
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What the creation is, what it is like, what its transformations are, where the source is,
who that creator is, and what His powers are, hear all these from Me in brief. (13.03)
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The sages have described Him in many ways, in various Vedic hymns, and also in the
conclusive and convincing verses of the Brahmasutra. (13.04)
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The five basic elements, the " “I'' conscioushess or ego, the intellect, the unmanifest
Prakriti, the ten senses, the mind, and the five sense objects; (See also 7.04) (13.05)
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Desire, hatred, pleasure, pain, the physical body, consciousness, and resolve. Thus the field
(the creation or body) has been briefly described with its fransformations. (13.06)
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Humility, modesty, nonviolence, forbearance, honesty, service to guru, purity (of thought,
word, and deed), steadfastness, self-control; and (13.07)
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Aversion towards sense objects, absence of ego, constant reflection on the agony and
suffering inherent in birth, old age, disease, and death. (13.08)
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Detachment, non-fondness with son, wife, and home; unfailing equanimity upon attainment
of the desirable and the undesirable; and (13.09)
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Unswerving devotion to Me by the yoga of exclusivity, love for solitude, distaste for social
gossips; and (13.10)
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Steadfastness in knowledge of the Supreme Spirit, and the perception of (the
omnipresent God as) the object of true knowledge is called knowledge; what is contrary to
this is ignorance. (13.11)
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I shall fully describe the object of knowledge, knowing which one attains immortality. The
beginningless Supreme Brahman is said to be neither Sat nor Asat. (See also 9.19) (13.12)
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Having hands and feet everywhere; having eyes, head, and face everywhere; having ears
everywhere; the creator exists in the creation by pervading everything. (13.13)
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He is the perceiver of all sense objects without the senses; unattached, yet the sustainer
of all; devoid of the Gunas, yet the enjoyer of the Gunas. (13.14)
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He is inside as well as outside all beings, animate and inanimate. He is incomprehensible
because of His subtlety. He is very near as well as far away. (13.15)
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Undivided, yet appears as if divided in beings: He, the object of knowledge, is the creator,
sustainer, and destroyer of (all) beings. (13.16)
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He is the knowledge, the object of knowledge, and seated in the hearts of all beings, He is
to be realized by the knowledge. (13.17)

QG 69G° el RIQ° 6RA° 6318° ACUAGS .

AR YOQARIC FQRILICAIIAMES .. N-CT ..

JQRINER 689G G2l IR 68A AQAIYFA QU A°CVU6Q LRI | 6710 B Ll
0QE8 I8 671 QA JIg g2AS || M-I |

Thus the creation as well as the knowledge and the object of knowledge have been briefly
described. Understanding this, My devotee attains Me. (13.18)

dQo° gaf° 659 GRIFIR @eIed .

QRIQIrs QEIrcdle @8 g eQiq .. RM- ¢,

d9t (Rd9F) ¥&° ged (F1Q19)) -- ¥& udg ARG 6qIR |18 NQ° QICEFaIL
IRIQGEY 02l BN AN AQIdg & 990 @ QR 6aIR FI& ||eM-e ||

Know that Prakriti and Purusha are both beginningless; and also know that all
manifestations and Gunas arise from the Prakriti. (13.19)
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The Prakriti is said to be the cause of production of physical body and organs (of
perception and action). The Purusha (or the consciousness) is said to be the cause of
experiencing pleasures and pains. (13.20)
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The Purusha associating with Prakriti (or matter), enjoys the Gunas of Prakriti.
Attachment to the Gunas (due to ignorance caused by previous Karma) is the cause of the
birth of Jeevaatma in good and evil wombs. (13.21)
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Jeevaatma or Jeeva is defined as Atma accompanied by the subtle (or astral) body
consisting of the six sensory faculties and vital forces; the living entity; the individual soul
enshrined in the physical body. The Supreme Spirit in the body is also called the witness,
the guide, the supporter, the enjoyer, and the great Lord or Paramaatma. (13.22)
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They who truly understand Purusha and Prakriti with its Gunas are not born again
regardless of their mode of life. (13.23)
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Some perceive God in the heart by the intellect through meditation; others by the yoga of
knowledge; and others by the yoga of work (or Karma-yoga). (13.24)
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Some, however, do not understand Brahman, but having heard (of it) from others, take to
worship. They also transcend death by their firm faith fo what they have heard. (13.25)
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Whatever is born, animate or inanimate, know them to be (born) from the union of the
field (or Prakriti) and the field knower (or Purusha), O Arjuna. (See also 7.06) (13.26)
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The one who sees the imperishable Supreme Lord dwelling equally within all perishable
beings truly sees. (13.27)
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Seeing the same Lord existing in everybeing, one does not injure the other self and
thereupon attains the Supreme goal. (13.28)
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Those who perceive that all works are done by the (Gunas of) Prakriti alone, and thus they
are not the doer, they truly understand. (See also 3.27, 5.09, and 14.19) (13.29)
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When one perceives diverse variety of beings resting in One and spreading out from That
alone, then one attains Brahman. (13.30)
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The imperishable Supreme Self, being beginningless and without Gunas, though dwelling in
the body (as Atma) neither does anything nor gets tainted, O Arjuna. (13.31)
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As the all-pervading ether is not tainted because of its subtlety, similarly the Self, seated
in everybody, is not tainted. (13.32)
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O Arjuna, just as one sun illuminates this entire world, similarly the creator illumines (or
gives life to) the entire creation. (13.33)
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They, who understand the difference between the creation (or the body) and the creator
(or the Atma) and know the technique of liberation (of Jeeva) from the trap of Maya with
the help of knowledge, attain the Supreme. (13.34)
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**

The first shloka in this chapter has been labeled 13-0 because it is missing in the Bhagavadgiitaa version from
Gita Press Gorakhpurand from Ramanand Prasad’s English translation as well. This sh/okais present in the
ISKCON version too.

PREPARED BY www.odia.org using the "DHWANI-UNICODE" software.
The shlokas are based on itrans text and the english meanings are quoted from “The Bhagavad-Geeta by
Ramanand Prasad” (file “bgita_meaning.txt”) at www.sanskritdocuments.org .

The odia meaning is quoted from shrimadbhagabatgiitaa (Gita Press Gorakhpur #1100, ISBN 81-293-0066-4)

in odia with tiikka by Jayadayaal Goyandaka.
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